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COASTAL SALTMARSH has

many ECOSYSTEM SERVICES,

critical to a well functioning

estuarine environment.

-Saltmarsh is dominated by

succulent herbs, grasses, sedges

and rushes that have adapted to

a hypersaline environment;

-Saltmarsh communities are

situated at the higher end of the

intertidal zone (high tide mark).

They commonly occur on the

landward side of mangrove

stands;

-The location and distribution of

coastal saltmarsh is determined

by a combination of salinity,

frequency of inundation and

elevation. Even slight variations

in elevation can impact saltmarsh

distribution.

ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES OF 

SALTMARSH

Our understanding of saltmarsh,

its importance and ecological

value has greatly improved over

recent times.

In the past saltmarsh

communities have been

undervalued and as a result

mismanaged. Saltmarsh

communities provide a range of

valuable services including;

-Habitats, nurseries and refuge

for juvenile and smaller fish

during high tide;

-A matrix of vegetation which

assists to filter nutrients and

pollutants from runoff from

adjoining lands as well as saline

tidal movements;

-Food and resources for

numerous species of avifauna

including migratory birds;

-Carbon sequestration (‘blue

carbon’) and storage in both

saltmarsh plants and sediments.

Protecting saltmarsh areas

prevents this carbon from being

released into the atmosphere as

carbon dioxide.A healthy saltmarsh community



SALTMARSH WITHIN NEW 

SOUTH WALES

-Saltmarsh communities can be

found along the New South

Wales coastline, the largest areas

located in the Hunter Central

Rivers region;

-In total there is over 72 km2

of saltmarsh across NSW, an

area which is contracting;

-In NSW saltmarsh is listed as an

Endangered Ecological

Community due to impacting

pressures and degradation;

-Significant areas of saltmarsh

have been degraded, lost or

fragmented over the last 200

years. This is a result of land

reclamation, changes to natural

hydrology, weed invasion, rubbish

dumping and access issues

including damage from off-road

vehicles and unrestricted stock

access.

MANAGING SALTMARSH & ITS 

VALUES

As part of a project funded by

NSW Environmental Trust

Wetlandcare Australia is

assessing and managing 25

coastal saltmarsh sites from

Coffs Harbour to Port Macquarie.

Without effective management,

degraded saltmarsh ecosystems

can take up to 20 years to

recover from disturbances. Poorly

managed saltmarshes do not

function optimally, resulting in a

significant decline in ecosystem

functions. This has a flow on

effect to local communities that

depend on healthy estuarine

ecosystems for commercial and

recreational uses.

The project aims to promote

recovery, support regeneration

and prevent damage to saltmarsh

communities, listed an

Endangered Ecological

Community under the Threatened

Species Conservation Act.

This project has been assisted by

the New South Wales

Government through its

Environmental Trust.

For further information visit www.wetlandcare.com.au

Vehicle damage to saltmarsh 

impacts natural hydrology 


