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Join the Coastal 20 Information Group (NSW & Qld)

Receive the latest information on WetlandCare Australia’s Coastal 20 Project. WetlandCare
Australia is celebrating its 20th year of achievements in conjunction with starting a pivotal
initiative; their Coastal 20 Wetlands Project. This $2.5 million project has been funded under the
Australian Government’s Caring for Country program. The Coastal 20 Wetland Project will see
WetlandCare Australia work in partnership with community, government and industry bodies to
undertake the restoration of 20 iconic coastal wetlands.
Sign up to the Coastal 20 Information Group by visiting WetlandCare Australia
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/coastal-20-information-group/

Aquatic Weeds of National Significance on the mid north coast (NSW)

WetlandCare Australia is targeting some of the highest priority aquatic weeds, referred to as
Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) across the mid north coast. Works are focused on
identifying, managing and increasing community awareness of significant infestations with a
particular focus on Salvinia molesta. Salvinia is highly invasive and can spread to completely
cover waterways, reducing light availability, depleting dissolved oxygen levels and smothering
existing vegetation. Salvinia is considered one of Australia’s worst aquatic weeds.
Visit WetlandCare Australia to read more about the WoNS Regional Partnership Project
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/aquatic-wons-mid-north-
coast/

Hunter Nurseries Environmental Management Systems Project (NSW)

WetlandCare Australia is running a project to help selected nurseries in the Hunter to develop
Environmental Management Systems to reduce their impacts on the environment. The first
training workshop was held at the end of March. The EMS workshop was funded by Hunter
Central Rivers Catchment Authority, as part of their commitment to reduce the environmental
impacts of business and industry on water quality in the catchment.
To find out more about the project visit WetlandCare Australia
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/hunter-nurseries-environmental-
management-systems-project/

Protecting Coffs Creek - get involved April 28! (NSW)

Are you living near Coffs Creek, Coffs Harbour? You are invited to a free community event,
'Starting in your Backyard'. Join WetlandCare Australia, Australia's leading not-for-profit wetland
conservation organisation, to learn how you can best protect your local waterways and
wetlands, starting in your own backyard. A community workshop will be held April 28 to assist
Coffs Creek residents in their quest to learn more about the importance of Coffs Creek and
simple steps that can be adopted at home to improve water quality and habitat.
To find out more visit WetlandCare Australia
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/news/news-archive/protecting-coffs-creek-get-
involved-april-28/

Wetland Restoration

Hunter Wetlands Centre Now and Then (NSW)

Take a peek into the Hunter Wetlands Centre's progress, through the Now and Then
Photography Project. The Hunter Wetlands Centre was once marked to become a rubbish
dump, and at other times it was a rugby club, and was briefly earmarked to become part of a
State Highway. But for the past 25 years Hunter Wetlands Centre has grown into a biological
education and research centre that has achieved international standing as a habitat for
migrating birds. This year, in October, the Hunter Wetlands Centre will mark the 20th
anniversary of its Ramsar listing with a celebration day.
Read the full article 'Hunter Wetlands Centre Now and Then' and view the Now and Then
Photography Project
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2012/03/23/3462431.htm

Threatened fish return to lower lakes (SA)



Professor Luciano Beheregaray from Flinders University has been breeding threatened fish in
captivity. About 4,000 are now being returned to their natural habitat around the lower lakes
region at the mouth of the Murray in South Australia. They include yarra pygmy perch, southern
pygmy perch, murray hardyhead and southern purple-spotted gudgeon.
Read the full article 'Threatened fish return to lower lakes'
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-03-27/fish-release-lower-lakes/3915488?section=sa

The silver lining: a land recharged (Vic & NSW)

Thousands of people have been forced from their homes, countless crops and livestock have
been lost, and the NSW government estimates it will cost more than $500 million to repair
ruined infrastructure in Australia’s south east. The future, however, looks bright for people on
the land, the president of the NSW Farmers Association, Fiona Simson said. Terry Korn the
treasurer of the Australian Floodplain Association said ''These areas are called flood plains for a
reason. They flood. It's a natural phenomenon and one that we expect. Josh Keating, the
regional co-ordinator with WetlandCare Australia, said while big floods were destructive for
towns and landholders, they were critical for the survival of wetland ecosystems. ''They breathe
a new life into areas that were dormant and waiting for precious water.”.
Read the full article 'The silver lining: a land recharged'
http://www.theage.com.au/environment/water-issues/the-silver-lining-a-land-recharged-
20120310-1ur5q.html

Wetland Management

Hunter Wetlands National Park Plan of Management (NSW)

The National Parks and Wildlife Service is preparing a plan of management for Hunter
Wetlands National Park. Community consultation forums will be open until the end of April.
To have your say and find out more, go to www.hunterwetlandsnationalpark.com.au or call
49464100.

Wetlands Under Threat

Duck numbers are flying high ahead of 2012 hunting season (Vic)

Duck numbers for the 2012 hunting season are set to be higher thanks to perfect breeding
conditions, but tension between shooters and lobbyists are as strong as ever. Duck hunters say
they expect bird numbers to be higher for the 2012 season than in years past, with greater
numbers in northern Victoria than in the state's south. The hunting season opens on March 16th
and runs until June 11th. An anti-hunting campaigner, Laurie Levy, says protestors will be
stationed at wetlands across the state. "The brutality and cruelty inflicted on our magnificent
native water birds each year just so duck shooters can have their fun and get their kicks is
unacceptable." The Agriculture Minister, Peter Walsh, says compliance officers will be out in
force to ensure both hunters and protestors obey the laws and regulations.
Read the full article 'Duck numbers are flying high ahead of 2012 hunting season'
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2012/03/16/3455094.htm

Wetland Research

Aussie wetlands vitally important, says study (AUS)

Australia’s most important wetlands for waterbirds have been identified by University of NSW
researchers, following extensive aerial surveys. Teams of observers in light aircraft surveyed
4858 wetlands across Australia in late 2008. A subsequent analysis was released by the
National Water Commission on Thursday March 22 and estimated there are 4.6 million
waterbirds from more than 100 species across these wetlands."This is the first time in Australia
that we have attempted a national audit of the value of our wetlands for waterbirds," said
Professor Richard Kingsford."We can now make some relative comparisons about the
importance of different wetlands across the continent, which will help long-term decision-
making about water resource management and conservation."
Read the full article 'Aussie wetlands vitally important, says study'
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/journal/national-audit-reveals-importance-of-
australian-wetlands.htm



Wetland Events

3rd National Conference on Acid Sulfate Soils (AUS)

The 3rd National Conference on Acid Sulfate Soils was held in Melbourne on the 6and 7th of
March. Attracting 120 participants from around the country, the Conference was hosted by
Southern Cross University’s GeoScience Centre and provided an excellent benchmark for the
current state of research, management and policy development in the ASS field across
Australia. The latest edition of ASSAY(Issue #59), A Newsletter about Acid Sulfate Soils details
highlights from the conference. A presentation by Russell Seaman, manager of the Coorong
Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth Program, at the Conference included a short, but fascinating,
YouTube video highlighting some of the impacts following the drying out of the Lower Lakes,
Murray River in 2009.
View the video ‘A Problem Too Close To Ignore’
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GALYCxqIrvU
or download the latest edition of ASSAY
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/aboutus/resources/periodicals/newsletters/assay

Around the world

The International Conference on Wetland Forests (Brunei)

Wetlands International co-hosted an international conference to promote sustainable
management of Brunei’s peat forests and mangrove forests on the 22-23rd March at Bandar
Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam. The conference focused on promoting sustainable
management of wetland forests especially peat swamp and mangrove forests.
To find out more about the key objectives covered at the conference visit Wetlands International
http://malaysia.wetlands.org/NEWS/tabid/509/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/2890/Default.aspx

RSPB's Llandudno Junction reserve salt water to kill swamp stonecrop weed (UK)

Salt water is to be used to kill off a weed which threatens a freshwater lagoon at an RSPB
reserve where thousands of birds feed on mud flats. About 7m gallons (32m litres) is being
pumped from the River Conwy into the lagoon at Llandudno Junction from high tide. It is
designed to eradicate an invading weed from Australia, known as swamp stonecrop, or crassula
helmsii.
View the full article 'RSPB's Llandudno Junction reserve salt water to kill swamp stonecrop
weed'
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-north-west-wales-17232052

Disclaimer: WetlandLink provides summaries of articles and news stories written by
others, along with links to other organisations’ sites. WetlandCare Australia is not
responsible for the content of other websites and we recommend that you examine each
site and make your own decisions about the reliability and correctness of material and
information.
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