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Wetland Management

Wetlands report highlights decade of inaction

Media Release - Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the
Arts, the Hon. Peter Garrett
A snapshot report into the management of Australia's Ramsar
wetlands up to the end of 2007 paints a damning picture of poor
administration and inaction under the previous government,
Environment Minister Peter Garrett said. The Ramsar Snapshot
Study Report looks at the status and management of all 65
Australian Ramsar sites and assesses the completeness and
currency of Ramsar site documentation for Australian Ramsar sites.

Read the media release 'Wetlands report highlights decade of
inaction'

Protecting the GBR's 'kidneys' (Qld)

Joint statement by Premier, The Hon Anna Bligh and Minister for
Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation, the Hon Andrew
McNamara
30th January, 2009
Premier Anna Bligh announced that under new laws coming into
effect mid-2009, greater protection will be afforded to Queensland's
wetlands, the essential 'kidneys' that filter run-off on to the Great
Barrier Reef. The Queensland Government will have stronger
powers to assess and manage earthworks within 500 metres of
significant freshwater wetlands in Reef catchments. The tougher
powers are part of a package developed by the Bligh Government
to improve the reef's rapidly failing health, including $50 million to
support regulation of agricultural run-off.

Read the full statement 'Protecting the GBR's Kidneys'

Coastal wetlands benefit from $500,000 Reef Rescue boost

Joint Media release by the Hon Peter Garrett, Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and the Arts and the Hon Tony Burke,
Australian Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
2 February 2009
As part of World Wetlands Day 2009, Environment Minister Peter
Garrett and Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry today
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announced a $500,000 funding boost for wetlands along the Great
Barrier Reef coast. The funding is part of the Rudd Government's
Reef Rescue initiative, under Caring for our Country.

Read the full media release 'Coastal wetlands benefit from
$500,000 Reef Rescue boost'

Wetland Restoration

Priority Wetlands - funding now available for landholders
in Year 3 wetland areas

The Priority Wetlands Project continues for the third year! If you own
land in the following areas: Simpsons Creek (Brunswick
Catchment), Red Rock (Coffs Catchment) and Deep Creek
(Nambucca Catchment) WetlandCare Australia wants to speak to
you. You have the opportunity to gain funding for rehabilitation and
conservation work for your wetland now!

Click here to find out more about the Priority Wetlands Project

Wetlands come to life

 

Wetlands in the Macquarie Marshes received a top-up this year
thanks to RiverBank, the NSW government's $101.5 million water
recovery program. RiverBank forms a major part of the
Environmental Trust's City and Country Environment Restoration
Program. Now in its second year of operation, the RiverBank
program provides funding to buy water to help rehabilitate and
protect stressed rivers and major wetlands in New South Wales.

Read the full media release 'Wetlands come to life'

Wetlands under Threat

Historic trial: Farmer fined $400k for land clearing

Shane McLeod, ABC News
One of Australia's biggest cases of illegal land clearing has resulted
in a $408,000 fine for a New South Wales landowner who bulldozed
450 hectares of wetlands that are important breeding grounds for
migratory birds on the Gwydir River in north-west NSW.
In the largest successful prosecution for illegal land clearing in NSW
history, the Land and Environment Court convicted John Ross
Hudson on two counts of breaching the Native Vegetation Act.

Read the full article 'Historic trial: Farmer fined $400k for land
clearing'

Around the World



Interactive Map focusing on Indiana’s wetlands

The interactive map features short videos about 15 unique wetland
sites located around the state of Indiana. Topics covered in the
videos include information about each property and its history, as
well as the wetland plants, trees and wildlife that can be found at
the site. In addition to interesting facts about each property, the map
also offers information on the activities and amenities that are
available.

Visit the IDEM Web site at www.wetlands.IN.gov and check out the
interactive map

Wetland Education and Resources

Wetlands Australia – National wetlands update 2009

Wetlands Australia, an annual publication by the Department of the
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. Wetlands Australia
brings together information and resources from across Australia
relating to wetlands conservation, management and education.

Download 'Wetlands Australia' by clicking here.

Rehabilitation guidelines for the Great Barrier Reef
catchment

On behalf of the Queensland Wetlands Program, WetlandCare
Australia has produced Rehabilitation Guidelines for the Great
Barrier Reef catchment to help wetland managers, including
landholders, local councils and Natural Resource Management
bodies, to undertake effective wetland rehabilitation. The guidelines
draw on existing research and experience in Queensland and
provide a practical guide to rehabilitating wetlands and managing
threats such as pests, weeds and fire.

The guideline is available by e-mailing wetlands@epa.qld.gov.au or
downloaded the guidelines by clicking here.

An introduction to sulfidic sediments in the waterways of
inland Australia

Research by the Murray–Darling Freshwater Research Centre has
confirmed that acid sulfate soils can be a potential problem in inland
environments as well as coastal areas. The research centre has
completed a series of six workshops in inland catchments to
disseminate the findings of the research and raise awareness of the
potential for acidic sediments amongst land managers. A brochure
and multimedia presentation which is available on CD and the
internet which provide more detailed information on what sulfidic
sediments are, how they can be recognised, and how wetlands
containing sulfidic sediments can be managed.  



Download "An introduction to sulfidic sediments in the waterways of
inland Australia"

Other News

The Queensland Landcare Conference 2009

The Queensland Landcare Conference 2009: “Legends, Larrikins
and Landcare” comes to Longreach from Thursday 15 to Saturday
17 October, hosted by Desert Channels Queensland and supported
by 6 local Landcare groups. This year’s program will showcase land
and water management practices involving everything from water
wise gardens, the control of woody and exotic weeds, to feral
animal control and the rehabilitation of our natural water courses.

For further information, or to be included in the mailing list for
regular e-bulletins, visit the conference website:
www.iceaustralia.com/qldlandcare09 or contact the organisers on
(02) 9368 1200.  

WetlandCare Australia News

Streambank stabilisation works in the Limeburners Creek,
Maria River and Wooli Wooli River

Streambank stabilisation work is about to commence on the Maria
River, Hastings Catchment. WetlandCare Australia will utilise
funding provided by the NSW Environmental Trust and affected
landholders to install rock fillets to restore degraded streambanks.
The stabilisation techniques will aim to restore  degraded
streambanks using stabilisation techniques that aim to reduce
sediment input, improve water quality in riverine an estuarine
environments and improve riparian vegetation and habitat corridors.

Read more about the streambank staibilsation works

WetlandCare Australia celebrates World Wetlands Day with
Steve Parish

WetlandCare Australia launched their second National Art
Competition at Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre on 1
February to commemorate and promote the importance of wetlands
in the environment. Steve Parish joined many of the artists to
celebrate this world wide event and also to present the winners with
their prizes. Steve spoke on the topic “Using art and photography as
a means of raising awareness about conservation issues and
supporting conservation initiatives”.

All winners and their artwork will be loaded onto the WetlandCare
Australia website during February.



Go to Steve Parish's website to see some more photos of the day

Disclaimer: WetlandLink provides summaries of articles and
news stories written by others, along with links to other
organisations’ sites. WetlandCare Australia is not responsible
for the content of other websites and we recommend that you
examine each site and make your own decisions about the
reliability and correctness of material and information.
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