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Wetland Management 

New plan for Macquarie Marshes (NSW) 

The state and federal governments have developed a new plan to try to 
save the Macquarie Marshes near Warren in western New South Wales. 
The Adaptive Environmental Management Plan concedes for the first time 
the internationally significant wetlands are in trouble. The Federal 
Government has warned Ramsar of a likely adverse change in the 
wetlands' ecological character. 
 
Read the full article 'New plan for Macquarie Marshes'  

http://www.wetlandrecovery.nsw.gov.au/Management_Framework.htm  

Water flows for Lowbidgee Wetlands to Save Southern Bell 
Frog (NSW)  

Media Release: 14th October 2009 
John Robertson MLC, Minister for Climate Change and the Environment 
 
Lower Murrumbidgee wetlands are set to receive important water flows 
with 2000 megalitres of environmental water being delivered over the next 
month to support the endangered Southern Bell Frog. Minister for Climate 
Change and the Environment John Robertson said the environmental 
water flows are being delivered primarily to support Southern Bell Frog 
habitat in the Lowbidgee. 

Read the full media release 'Water flows for Lowbidgee Wetlands to Save 
Southern Bell Frog'  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/MinMedia/MinMedia09101401.pdf

Expert panel to advise on Coorong and Lower Lakes (SA) 

Media release:12th October 2009  
Senator the Hon. Penny Wong, Minister for Climate Change and Water 
The Australian Government has appointed a new expert scientific panel of 
experts with hydrological and ecological expertise to advise the Federal 
Government on the long-term management of the Coorong and Lower 
Lakes.  

Read the full media release 'Expert panel to advise on Coorong and 
Lower Lakes'  

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/minister/wong/2009/media-
releases/October/mr20091012.aspx  

Wetland Restoration 

Trial 'fish down' kicks off at Lake Albert  

A State Government-funded ‘fish down’ trial started at Lake Albert in the 
Lower Lakes. The two-week trial is designed to reduce the effects of a 
likely fish kill in the European carp population of Lake Albert. The move 
has become necessary as declining water levels and increased salinity 
will seriously impact the ability of the fish to survive. 
 
Read the full article 'Trial 'fish down' kicks off at Lake Albert'  

http://www.murrayfutures.sa.gov.au/news.php?ID=58  

Collinson's Lagoon Wetland Rehabilitation (Qld)  

Over the years Collinson's Lagoon has became overgrown and infested 
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with exotic grasses and the surface of the water has become covered with 
aquatic weeds. In a collaborative effort between North Queensland Dry 
Tropics, Burdekin Shire Council, and the five neighbouring landholders, 
work has began to rehabilitate the area.  

Read the full story 'Collinson's Lagoon Wetland Rehabilitation'  

http://www.nqdrytropics.com.au/projects/surface-water-wetlands/current-
projects/collinsonslagoon.html  

Action-based partnerships to protect wetlands and wildlife in 
the Hunter (NSW) 

WetlandCare Australia, in conjunction with a number of other 
stakeholders, has recently completed a wetland enhancement project 
focused on reducing the impacts of invasive weeds and pest animals on 
the internationally significant Ramsar wetlands of the Hunter-Central 
Rivers region.  

Read the full article 'Action-based partnerships to protect wetlands and 
wildlife in the Hunter'  

http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/Content/templates/projects_living_detail.asp?
articleid=766&zoneid=54  

Wetlands under Threat  

Seagrass: endangered and threatening processes (NSW) 

The NSW Fisheries Scientific Committee is proposing to list the seagrass 
Posidonia australis in Port Hacking, Botany Bay, Sydney Harbour, 
Pittwater, Brisbane Waters and Lake Macquarie as endangered; and to 
list human-caused climate change in NSW as a key threatening process. 

Read the full article 'Endangered and threatening processes'  

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/species-protection/fsc/proposed-
determinations  

Kakadu 'vulnerable' to climate change (NT) 

Louisa Rebgetz, ABC News 
A federal parliamentary committee is calling for urgent research into the 
threat climate change poses to Kakadu National Park. Over the past 18 
months, the climate change committee has studied the effect of rising sea 
levels on Australia. While coastal areas appear to be the worst hit, its 
found Kakadu National Park is particularly vulnerable. 
 
Read the full article 'Kakadu 'vulnerable' to climate change'  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/10/27/2725244.htm?site=news  

Fears coal terminal plans threaten wetlands (Qld) 

Sigrid Brown, ABC News 
The Mackay Conservation Group in north Queensland says pollution from 
the expansion of the Abbot Point export terminal could damage the 
biggest wetland in the Bowen region. 
 
Read the full article 'Fears coal terminal plans threaten wetlands'  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/10/12/2711131.htm?site=news  

Wetland Research and Resources 
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Saltmarshes feed estuarine fish 

Analysis of 12 estuarine fish has found that all fed in saltmash areas, 
three almost exclusively on larvae released in high numbers by saltmarsh 
crabs. The diets of the other species comprised macroinvertbrates, crabs, 
insects and/or detritus. The study highlights the importance of saltmarsh in 
providing protection and abundant food resources for fish species, and the 
need to include saltmarsh in management plans for fish. 

Read the full article 'Saltmarshes feed estuarine fish'  

http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/126/paper/MF08164.htm  

Frogs not Cane Toads (Qld) 

North Queensland Dry Tropics have developed a website to show the 
difference between native frogs and cane toads. The site identifies 
species that live in the town and country and is accompanied by some 
great photos. Go to www.frogsnotcanetoads.com.au  

http://www.frogsnotcanetoads.com.au  

Around the World 

Hong Kong Wetland Park launch their 2010 World Wetlands 
Day initiative 

With World Wetlands Day approaching, the Hong Kong Wetland Park are 
already marking the event, kicking off with a huge 1,000m long painting on 
the theme of wetlands and birds.  They hope to break a new Guinness 
Book world record!  They have also created a new exhibition, guided tour 
and film on black-faced spoonbills to highlight the link between climate 
change and biodiversity.  

Read the full article 'Hong Kong Wetland Park launch their 2010 World 
Wetlands Day initiative'  

http://new.wwt.org.uk/wli/wli-news/regional-news  

WetlandCare Australia News 

Upcoming Community Workshops to explore Rocky Shorelines 
(NSW) 

Two free workshops to explore rocky shorelines will be held at Flat Rock, 
Ballina and the Bream Hole, Lennox Head on the 12th and 21st of 
November. For more information or to register contact Simone Haigh, (02) 
6681 6169 or email simonehaigh@wetlandcare.com.au  

Read the full article 'Upcoming Community Workshops to explore Rocky 
Shorelines'  

http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/Content/templates/news_detail.asp?
articleid=763&zoneid=1  

Wetlands Competition Closing Soon 

The WetlandCare Australia National Art and Photography Competition, 
held to celebrate World Wetlands Day, is closing soon, with entries being 
received until 4th  December 2009. The theme of the competition is 
Wetlands, Biodiversity and Climate Change, which is also the theme for 
World Wetlands Day 2010.  
Entry forms are available from the WetlandCare Australia website 
www.wetlandcare.com.au  
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